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Unemployment Rate Increases for Third Consecutive Month 
 
The state’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate increased to 6.6 percent in September from a revised 
August level of 6.3 percent. The number of unemployed persons was 144,388, an increase of 6,437 over 
the month. The number of South Carolinians working ticked up by 2,527 people to 2,038,393. Over the 
month, the labor force increased by 8,964 people to a level of 2,182,781.  
 
Since September 2013, 21,259 people have found work, and the labor force has increased by nearly 
6,640 people. The state’s unemployment rate has declined by 0.7 percentage points since September 
2013. 
 
Nationally, the unemployment rate decreased to 5.9 percent in September from 6.1 percent in August. 
 
Nonagricultural Employment by Industry (Seasonally Adjusted
1
) 
 
Seasonally adjusted, non-farm payrolls in September increased 13,000 to a level of 1,946,200.  
 Leisure and Hospitality (+3,700) and Professional and Business Services (+2,900) had the largest 
gains. 
 Construction (+1,800); Manufacturing (+1,400); Government (+1,400); Trade, Transportation, 
and Utilities (+1,100); Financial Activities (+400); and Education and Health Services (+300) 
also posted increases. 
 
Since September 2013, seasonally adjusted non-farm jobs were up 43,200.  
 The largest jumps were in Leisure and Hospitality (+11,800); Professional and Business Services 
(+10,200); Manufacturing (+7,600); Education and Health Services (+6,200); Trade, 
Transportation, and Utilities (+5,600); Construction (+3,200); and Government (+1,000).   
 Declines over the year were in Other Services (-900); Financial Activities (-700); and 
Information (-700).  
 
Nonagricultural Employment by Industry (Not Seasonally Adjusted
2
) 
 
The not-seasonally adjusted, non-farm payroll employment total in September increased 18,600 over the 
month to 1,949,000. Historically, employment has experienced growth during September as schools gear 
up for the semester.  
 
The rise in employment was due to increases in Government (+21,200); Education and Health Services 
(+3,000); Professional and Business Services (+2,000); Manufacturing (+1,200); and Construction 
(+200). Industries reporting decreases were Leisure and Hospitality (-5,900); Trade, Transportation, and 
Utilities (-2,100); Other Services (-500); Information (-400); and Financial Activities (-100).   
 
Since September 2013, not-seasonally adjusted non-farm jobs were up 37,800 overall. Strong annual 
gains came from Professional and Business Services (+10,800); Leisure and Hospitality (+8,300); 
Manufacturing (+7,600); Education and Health Services (+6,200); Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 
(+4,200); Government (+2,200); and Construction (+1,600). Notable drops over the year were reported 
in Other Services (-1,500); Financial Activities (-900); and Information (-600).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
### 
 
 
 
1
Seasonally Adjusted: Seasonal adjustment removes the effects of events that follow 
a more or less regular pattern each year (i.e. tourist-related hiring and school closings 
in the summer). These adjustments make it easier to observe the cyclical and other 
nonseasonal movements in data over time. 
 
2
Not Seasonally Adjusted: Effects of regular or seasonal patterns have not been 
removed from these data.  
September August September # % # %
Industry 2014 2014 2013 Change Change Change Change
Total Nonfarm Employment 1,946,200  1,933,200  1,903,000  13,000 0.67% 43,200 2.22%
Construction 82,600       80,800       79,400       1,800 2.18% 3,200 3.87%
Manufacturing 233,200     231,800     225,600     1,400 0.60% 7,600 3.26%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 368,600     367,500     363,000     1,100 0.30% 5,600 1.52%
Information 25,700       25,700       26,400       0 0.00% -700 -2.72%
Financial Activities 95,300       94,900       96,000       400 0.42% -700 -0.73%
Professional and Business Services 251,000     248,100     240,800     2,900 1.16% 10,200 4.06%
Education and Health Services 225,400     225,100     219,200     300 0.13% 6,200 2.75%
Leisure and Hospitality 235,800     232,100     224,000     3,700 1.57% 11,800 5.00%
Other Services 70,900       70,900       71,800       0 0.00% -900 -1.27%
Government 354,000     352,600     353,000     1,400 0.40% 1,000 0.28%
September August September # % # %
Industry 2014 2014 2013 Change Change Change Change
Total Nonfarm Employment 1,949,000  1,930,400  1,911,200  18,600 0.96% 37,800 1.98%
Natural Resources and Mining 3,700         3,700         3,800         0 0.00% -100 -2.63%
Construction 82,400       82,200       80,800       200 0.24% 1,600 1.98%
Manufacturing 233,100     231,900     225,500     1,200 0.52% 7,600 3.37%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 367,100     369,200     362,900     -2,100 -0.57% 4,200 1.16%
Information 25,500       25,900       26,100       -400 -1.54% -600 -2.30%
Financial Activities 95,100       95,200       96,000       -100 -0.11% -900 -0.94%
Professional and Business Services 253,000     251,000     242,200     2,000 0.80% 10,800 4.46%
Education and Health Services 226,000     223,000     219,800     3,000 1.35% 6,200 2.82%
Leisure and Hospitality 236,400     242,300     228,100     -5,900 -2.43% 8,300 3.64%
Other Services 70,400       70,900       71,900       -500 -0.71% -1,500 -2.09%
Government 356,300     335,100     354,100     21,200 6.33% 2,200 0.62%
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September August September # % # %
INDUSTRY TITLE 2014 2014 2013 Change Change Change Change
Statewide 1,946,200 1,933,200  1,903,000  13,000 0.67% 43,200    2.22%
Anderson MSA 67,200 66,900       65,400       300 0.45% 1,800      2.68%
Charleston/North Charleston MSA 316,100 312,800     313,300     3,300 1.04% 2,800      0.89%
Columbia MSA 369,400 364,300     363,600     5,100 1.38% 5,800      1.57%
Florence MSA 86,600 85,900       84,100       700 0.81% 2,500      2.89%
Greenville MSA 321,700 320,400     313,600     1,300 0.40% 8,100      2.52%
Myrtle Beach/Conway/N. Myrtle Beach MSA 124,800 125,200     118,600     -400 -0.32% 6,200      4.97%
Spartanburg MSA 131,200 130,300     129,200     900 0.69% 2,000      1.52%
Sumter MSA 38,300 38,200       37,800       100 0.26% 500         1.31%
September August Sepember # % # %
Area 2014 2014 2013 Change Change Change Change
Statewide 1,949,000  1,930,400  1,911,200  18,600 0.96% 37,800    1.98%
Anderson MSA 66,900       66,300       65,800       600 0.90% 1,100      1.67%
Charleston/North Charleston MSA 316,300     314,600     313,000     1,700 0.54% 3,300      1.05%
Columbia MSA 368,700     363,100     363,900     5,600 1.54% 4,800      1.32%
Florence MSA 86,200       85,500       84,100       700 0.82% 2,100      2.50%
Greenville MSA 322,100     318,500     314,600     3,600 1.13% 7,500      2.38%
Myrtle Beach/Conway/N. Myrtle Beach MSA 126,600     131,600     121,300     -5,000 -3.80% 5,300      4.37%
Spartanburg MSA 131,600     129,700     129,400     1,900 1.46% 2,200      1.70%
Sumter MSA 38,300       38,100       37,700       200 0.52% 600         1.59%
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LABOR EMPLOY- LABOR EMPLOY- LABOR EMPLOY-
AREA FORCE MENT LEVEL RATE (%) FORCE MENT LEVEL RATE (%) FORCE MENT LEVEL RATE (%)
Orangeburg County ↓ 40,899       35,764       5,135      12.6         40,776       35,407       5,369      13.2         39,603       35,136        4,467      11.3     
Bamberg County ↓ 5,813         5,094         719         12.4         5,808         5,037         771         13.3         5,668         4,978          690         12.2     
Allendale County ↓ 3,249         2,869         380         11.7         3,233         2,834         399         12.3         3,206         2,780          426         13.3     
Marion County ↓ 11,424       10,136       1,288      11.3         11,464       10,142       1,322      11.5         11,436       9,872          1,564      13.7     
Barnwell County ↓ 8,240         7,415         825         10.0         8,255         7,381         874         10.6         8,273         7,282          991         12.0     
Calhoun County ↓ 6,658         5,991         667         10.0         6,687         5,959         728         10.9         6,525         5,974          551         8.4        
Dillon County ↓ 12,658       11,443       1,215      9.6           12,570       11,320       1,250      9.9           12,593       11,172        1,421      11.3     
Marlboro County ↓ 11,215       10,163       1,052      9.4           11,205       10,080       1,125      10.0         11,366       9,997          1,369      12.0     
Clarendon County ↓ 12,217       11,088       1,129      9.2           12,207       11,001       1,206      9.9           12,097       10,840        1,257      10.4     
Chester County ↓ 14,827       13,518       1,309      8.8           14,856       13,487       1,369      9.2           14,759       13,306        1,453      9.8        
McCormick County ↓ 3,300         3,008         292         8.8           3,310         2,988         322         9.7           3,283         2,953          330         10.1     
Hampton County ↓ 7,708         7,057         651         8.4           7,650         6,982         668         8.7           7,623         6,886          737         9.7        
Union County ↓ 11,624       10,655       969         8.3           11,616       10,579       1,037      8.9           11,696       10,508        1,188      10.2     
Darlington County ↓ 30,208       27,846       2,362      7.8           30,387       27,853       2,534      8.3           29,841       27,308        2,533      8.5        
Lee County ↓ 8,098         7,470         628         7.8           8,055         7,406         649         8.1           7,988         7,284          704         8.8        
Williamsburg County ↓ 15,568       14,357       1,211      7.8           15,581       14,293       1,288      8.3           15,491       14,005        1,486      9.6        
Chesterfield County ↓ 18,803       17,368       1,435      7.6           18,814       17,262       1,552      8.2           18,729       17,021        1,708      9.1        
Fairfield County ↓ 10,123       9,357         766         7.6           10,130       9,307         823         8.1           10,209       9,330          879         8.6        
Florence County ↓ 63,169       58,387       4,782      7.6           63,329       58,401       4,928      7.8           62,572       57,259        5,313      8.5        
Sumter County ↓ 44,113       40,798       3,315      7.5           44,414       40,839       3,575      8.0           44,138       40,501        3,637      8.2        
Cherokee County ↓ 25,181       23,319       1,862      7.4           25,153       23,176       1,977      7.9           25,314       23,064        2,250      8.9        
Colleton County ↓ 17,018       15,756       1,262      7.4           16,944       15,640       1,304      7.7           17,006       15,485        1,521      8.9        
Lancaster County ↓ 33,545       31,084       2,461      7.3           33,615       30,983       2,632      7.8           33,532       30,681        2,851      8.5        
Abbeville County ↓ 10,854       10,075       779         7.2           10,826       10,008       818         7.6           10,864       9,931          933         8.6        
Greenwood County ↓ 30,629       28,420       2,209      7.2           30,505       28,210       2,295      7.5           30,646       28,078        2,568      8.4        
Edgefield County ↓ 10,939       10,161       778         7.1           11,063       10,265       798         7.2           10,855       10,010        845         7.8        
York County ↓ 112,181    104,358    7,823      7.0           113,219    105,105     8,114      7.2           111,630    103,149     8,481      7.6        
Laurens County ↓ 30,151       28,101       2,050      6.8           30,228       28,062       2,166      7.2           29,996       27,769        2,227      7.4        
Oconee County ↓ 31,698       29,554       2,144      6.8           31,645       29,359       2,286      7.2           31,552       29,136        2,416      7.7        
Richland County ↓ 184,454    171,988    12,466   6.8           184,023    171,076     12,947   7.0           184,557    171,502     13,055   7.1        
Horry County  − 133,136    124,330    8,806      6.6           139,335    130,131     9,204      6.6           130,318    120,556     9,762      7.5        
Georgetown County ↓ 29,607       27,668       1,939      6.5           29,742       27,744       1,998      6.7           29,266       27,099        2,167      7.4        
Beaufort County ↓ 65,844       61,660       4,184      6.4           65,754       61,235       4,519      6.9           65,294       60,975        4,319      6.6        
Aiken County ↓ 76,815       71,976       4,839      6.3           77,886       72,711       5,175      6.6           76,263       70,906        5,357      7.0        
Berkeley County ↓ 87,452       81,942       5,510      6.3           87,997       82,335       5,662      6.4           87,814       81,983        5,831      6.6        
Kershaw County ↓ 29,440       27,608       1,832      6.2           29,401       27,462       1,939      6.6           29,537       27,530        2,007      6.8        
Spartanburg County ↓ 138,887    130,222    8,665      6.2           139,149    129,805     9,344      6.7           139,080    129,344     9,736      7.0        
Dorchester County ↓ 69,756       65,517       4,239      6.1           70,288       65,831       4,457      6.3           69,984       65,550        4,434      6.3        
Jasper County ↓ 10,638       9,994         644         6.1           10,624       9,924         700         6.6           10,595       9,882          713         6.7        
Pickens County ↓ 57,742       54,280       3,462      6.0           57,921       54,203       3,718      6.4           57,211       53,638        3,573      6.2        
Anderson County ↓ 87,695       82,547       5,148      5.9           88,074       82,494       5,580      6.3           87,657       82,008        5,649      6.4        
Newberry County ↓ 18,271       17,213       1,058      5.8           18,190       17,039       1,151      6.3           18,137       16,900        1,237      6.8        
Charleston County ↓ 178,955    168,876    10,079   5.6           180,470    169,686     10,784   6.0           179,512    168,961     10,551   5.9        
Greenville County ↓ 232,062    219,125    12,937   5.6           232,358    218,817     13,541   5.8           230,145    216,536     13,609   5.9        
Saluda County ↓ 8,899         8,412         487         5.5           8,893         8,367         526         5.9           8,938         8,388          550         6.2        
Lexington County ↓ 136,091    128,774    7,317      5.4           135,915    128,092     7,823      5.8           136,173    128,410     7,763      5.7        
Charleston MSA ↓ 336,162    316,335    19,827   5.9           338,755    317,852     20,903   6.2           337,310    316,494     20,816   6.2        
Columbia MSA ↓ 375,665    352,129    23,536   6.3           375,048    350,263     24,785   6.6           375,940    351,135     24,805   6.6        
Florence MSA ↓ 93,377       86,233       7,144      7.7           93,716       86,254       7,462      8.0           92,413       84,567        7,846      8.5        
Greenville MSA ↓ 319,956    301,506    18,450   5.8           320,508    301,082     19,426   6.1           317,352    297,943     19,409   6.1        
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
South Carolina ↑ 2,182,781 2,038,393 144,388 6.6           2,173,817 2,035,866 137,951 6.3           2,176,141 2,017,134  159,007 7.3        
Current month's estimates are preliminary. ↑ Unemployment Rate Up
Counties are sorted by current month's unemployment rate in descending order. ↓ Unemployment Rate Down
− Unemployment Rate =
August 2014 September 2013
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
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